
Abortion: The History and the Data 
Introduction: 

• Under the Midnight Cry the concept of two streams of information brought out that in matters 
pertaining to equality, the Left has the correct understanding in the broadest sense.


• However abortion is an issue over which there is a clear divide between the Left and the 
Right. But many in the movement view this issue from the Right’s perspective which says 
abortion is a sin, a moral wrong that is tantamount to the murder of a human being.

• This is a sensitive subject and these views are strongly held.


• The Right has effectively used abortion is a weapon to silence their detractors and present 
themselves as having the moral high ground against the liberal counterparts.


• The movement is at a place where it has the methodological tools to analyze subjects such 
as this one and frame more nuanced perspectives.

• This study will thread through the history of the current abortion debate beginning in the 

1950’s through to the present.


Two books will be drawn from:


• The Lie That Binds by Ilyse Hogue

• This book gives the history of how abortion was settled upon by the architects of the 

radical right as a tool to advance their religio-political agenda.

• The rise of the anti-choice movement is inextricably linked to the rise of the Religious 

Right. 

• Ilyse Hogue (born August 26, 1969) is an American progressive activist who has served 

as president of NARAL (National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws) Pro-Choice 
America, a reproductive rights lobbying and advocacy organization, since 2013.


• The Turnaway Study by Diana Greene Foster

• A groundbreaking study which looks at why women seek abortions as well as what 

happens when they are denied. 

• Many assumptions are addressed in this book such as those pertaining to women’s 

motives - that they are selfish and only thinking of their own interests, that they do not 
wish to be accountable for bad judgement or living an immoral life. 


• Also assumptions around whether or not abortion is ultimately harmful to women.

• Diana Greene Foster, PhD, is a professor and demographer [at the University of California 

at San Francisco] who uses quantitative models and analyses to evaluate the 
effectiveness of family planning policies and the effect of unwanted pregnancy on 
women’s lives.  
1

• The history and the data—The Lie that Binds sets forth the history of the evangelical-led anti-
abortion movement in the United States. The Turnaway study provides the scientific data of 
what happens when access to abortion is curtailed.


The Lie That Binds: 

Below are extracts from the prologue (pg.9-10) of the Lie that Binds.

• The lie that is referenced in the books title is the idea that the Religious Right is motivated by 

a concern for the lives of unborn babies when really their push to ban abortion is about 
maintaining a patriarchal, white male led social order.


 https://www.ansirh.org/about/staff/diana-greene-foster-phd1
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• It is a sexist, racist, and homophobic vision of society that its architects claim to derive 
from the Bible.


• The first chapter entitled “the Trojan horse” begins with Paul Weyrich speaking at a 
conservative policy conference. He explains the origins of the Religious Right.


Pg. 12-13
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• The story of the religious right did not begin with Roe vs. Wade (1973) as is popularly stated. 
It began twenty years earlier with Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) which abolished 
segregation in public schools on the grounds that it was unconstitutional.*chart*


• Following this court decision religious conservatives opened segregated private schools 
(“seg academies”) to avoid sending their children to schools where they would share 
classrooms with black students.

• Bob Jones University and Liberty University (formerly Lynchburg Baptist College).


• “Religious freedom” was the argument used to shield their racist motivations for establishing 
the schools. 


• In 1968 a group of black parents in Mississippi brought a case against seg. academies saying 
their discrimination should not be tax exempt (Green v. Connally).


• This case resulted in Richard Nixon initiating interventions against the tax exempt status of 
seg. academies on the grounds that they practiced de-facto segregation. 


• It was this move that outraged the religious right and led them to mobilize politically. Jerry 
Fallwell, the founder of Liberty University, was one of the leaders of this mobilization.


• At the time the Religious Right was becoming politically active abortion was not part of their 
agenda.


• Most denominations that presented a position tended to support it.


Pg. 16-19
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• So what changed? The conservative movement build around the politicization of the issue of 
race began to lose steam as their fight to preserve school segregation became less popular 
with the general public. 

• The civil rights movement was active, societal opinions were shifting, and open appeals 

to racism were becoming less popular.

• They began looking for new issues to keep their base engaged and exert a wider influence on 

the general public. 


Phyllis Schlafly: 

Pg. 26


• The Feminist movement that grew out of the 1960s saw progress in advancing the issue of 
women’s rights. 

• More and more women were acquiring a new level of independence, more were working 

outside the home.

• The movement was succeeding in shifting people’s thinking about the place of women in 

society. 

• Schlafly understood however, that these changes were provoking undercurrents of deep 

discomfort in a society organized around heterosexual marriage and the traditional roles of 
men and women within that context. 


• The moves towards equality received popular support but met with apprehension when 
manifested in places where men had always had power - the workplace, and more acutely in 
the home.
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Pg. 28


• The Equal Right’s Amendment (ERA) was a constitutional amendment first proposed in 1923 
and passed by Congress in 1972.


• It sought to guarantee equal legal rights for all American citizens regardless of sex by ending 
the legal distinctions between men and women in matters of divorce, property, employment, 
and other matters.


• By some estimates, 80 percent of Americans mistakenly believe that women and men are 
already explicitly guaranteed equal rights by the Constitution. But it currently does so only for 
the right to vote. The amendment is intended to remedy that omission. 
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• Schlafly launched the STOP ERA campaign in 1972.


• Schlafly’s campaign was effective. The ERA which was poised to pass with over 30 states 
having quickly ratified it. 


• But due to her work progress slowed and at the 1979 deadline for ratification the amendment 
was three states short of what it needed to become a constitutional amendment.


• Weyrich and Falwell saw promise in Schlafly’s work.


• Misogyny was seen to be a powerful tool to activate their base and influence society at large.


 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/15/us/what-is-equal-rights-amendment.html2
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The Hyde Amendment (1976): 

• The Hyde Amendment was another development that the architects of the religious right 
were observing. 

• It was an early success of the anti-abortion movement.


• Henry Hyde was a Republican Congressman. 

• He was raised in an Irish-Catholic family and was originally a democrat until 1952 when 

became a Republican over his fears of communism.

• He ran for congress the year after Roe (1975) and served until 2007. 

• He was Paul Weyrich’s partner in founding the American Legislative Exchange Council 

(ALEC).


The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) is a nonprofit organization of 
conservative state legislators and private sector representatives who draft and share model 
legislation for distribution among state governments in the United States.[2][3][4]


ALEC provides a forum for state legislators and private sector members to collaborate on 
model bills—draft legislation that members may customize and introduce for debate in their 
own state legislatures.[5][6][7] ALEC has produced model bills on a broad range of issues, such 
as reducing regulation and individual and corporate taxation, combating illegal immigration, 
loosening environmental regulations, tightening voter identification rules, weakening labor 
unions, and opposing gun control.[8][9][10][11] Some of these bills dominate legislative agendas in 
states such as Arizona, Wisconsin, Colorado, Michigan, New Hampshire, and Maine.[12] 
Approximately 200 model bills become law each year.[8][13] ALEC also serves as a networking 
tool among certain state legislators, allowing them to research conservative policies 
implemented in other states.[10] Many ALEC legislators say the organization converts campaign 
rhetoric and nascent policy ideas into legislative language.[5]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Legislative_Exchange_Council


• In 1976 Henry Hyde launched his effort to limit the freedoms afforded by Roe. 

• He proposed an amendment to a standard appropriations bill (a bill to appropriate federal 

funds) that would prevent all low-income medicaid participants from using their insurance to 
pay for abortion, no matter the reason.

• Medicaid is a federal and state program that helps with healthcare costs for some people 

with limited income and resources.

• He knew public opinion was against him. So rather than a complete ban on abortion 

nationwide he adopted this incremental approach which targeted the poor first.


Pg. 53
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• The debate over the Hyde Amendment was completely devoid of expert testimony and data.

• Protests that it was not a vote against abortion but a vote against the poor were ignored.


Pg. 56


• In 1977 Rosie Jimenez was the first woman to die as a direct result of the Hyde Amendment. 

• She was a Texas resident and Medicaid recipient who travelled to Mexico to receive an 

abortion because the amendment prevented her from receiving a safe and affordable 
service in the United States.


• An investigation by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) found that her 
death was a direct result of the amendment. 


• Hyde flatly rejected the CDCs investigation as “hysterical characterizations.”

• Flat rejections and denials are a common strategy of the right when the detrimental 

effects of their policies on women are presented to them. And the women who raise 
the alarm are often dismissed as being hysterical.


• The messages recounting the external history of the beginning of modern Israel have 
highlighted the compromise of the North in the face of a decided and unrelenting South 
played an important role in entrenching slavery and bringing about the civil war.


• Without drawing a prophetic parallel, it is important to see a similar dynamic of compromise 
which has resulted in suffering and the further entrenchment of inequality.


• Weyrich and Falwell watched the progress of the Hyde debate with keenest interest. 

• Its success proved for them that underlying cultural attitudes about women, particularly 

women sexuality could be weaponized beyond the ERA battle.

• It also showed that science, data, and research could be discarded in public policy if the 

conditions were right.

• It was subsequent to this in 1978 that the conference call took place where it was 

decided to make abortion a focus of their strategy.  
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 https://www.npr.org/2019/06/20/734303135/throughline-traces-evangelicals-history-on-the-3

abortion-issue
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Pg. 33


• Their Strategy—The movement architects saw that by framing abortion as a moral issue, and 
framing the women who got abortions as selfish and sinful, they could activate their base as 
well as buy the silence of the majority who in fact supported abortion.


Pg. 51-52


• A massive propaganda and disinformation campaign would be needed to shift compassion 
away from the pregnant woman and stigmatize women who refused to conform to rigid 
norms. 


• John C. Willke was already finding ways to thread that needle.


Pg. 57
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• As stated above John C. Willke is responsible for the disinformation that shapes much of the 
anti-choice opinion on the subject of abortion to this day.

• Below are examples of his use of language.


Pg. 58-59


Willke was a proponent of the concept that female rape victims have physiologic defenses 
against pregnancy, and thus that women rarely become pregnant after a sexual assault. Willke 
wrote in Christian Life Resources in 1999: "There's no greater emotional trauma that can be 
experienced by a woman than an assault rape. This can radically upset her possibility of 
ovulation, fertilization, implantation and even nurturing of a pregnancy". Willke claimed that for 
what he called "forcible rape" or "assault rape" (which Willke defined as separate from statutory 
rape) pregnancy is rare, resulting in only approximately four pregnancies per state per year.[1][9] 
Research published in the Journal of American Obstetrics and Gynecology concluded rape "is 
a cause of many unwanted pregnancies". A separate study of 405 female rape victims of 
reproductive age found 6.4% became pregnant. 
4

Pg. 60-61
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• In 1991 Willke created the Life Issues Institute which was dedicated to crafting and 
disseminating anti-choice propaganda.


• The Life Issues Institute focused on winning the “confused middle” who supported the right 
to access legal abortion but had complicated feelings about the ending of a pregnancy.


• The Life Issues Institute was eventually absorbed by the Susan B. Anthony List (founded in 
1993), an organization dedicated to politicizing anti-choice messaging.


• The SBA List established its own “research” arm - the Charlotte Lozier Institute, which 
promotes the junk science that feeds many of the Radical Right’s disinformation campaigns. 


Harris v. McRae (1980) 

• Another success of the anti-choice movement was Harris v. McRae (1980)

• Medicaid was created in 1965 as a partnership between federal and state governments that 

provides healthcare coverage to the poor. It initially paid for abortions for poor women largely 
without restriction.


• But the Hyde amendment was passed in 1976 and prohibited medicaid from paying for 
abortions except where necessary to preserve the mothers life or in cases of rape or incest.


• Corra McRae, a pregnant Medicaid recipient sued in federal court challenging the Hyde 
Amendment as unconstitutional. 

• She was joined by the New York City Health and Hospitals Corp., which operated 

hospitals providing abortion services, and the Women's Division of the Board of Global 
Ministries of the United Methodist Church.


• McRae sought and was granted class action status for the case so hopefully the benefits she 
sought in bringing the case would be extended to all similarly situated women.


• The district court ruled that the Hyde Amendment violated the first amendments 
establishment clause, and the fifth amendments due process clause.


• Secretary of Health and Human Services Patricia Roberts Harris appealed to the Supreme 
Court. Which overturned the ruling of the circuit court.


Pg. 128


• The Supreme Court argued that not having access to a right (healthcare) does not violate 
equal protection.

• Access to healthcare is a right everyone has. But not being able to afford to pay for it 

does not mean you have been denied that right. 

• The approach most protective of equality would arguably have been to say that once 

something is a right, access to that right should be provided to everyone. What good is a 
right that you cannot access?


• Opponents of this case and proponents of the Hyde Amendment consistently invoked 
religion in explaining their position. 


• But the court argued that the fact that the supporters of the Hyde Amendment consistently 
invoked religious motivations was merely incidental.
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• This presents a scenario where you can have legislation pursued on the basis of overtly 
religious motivations and have that fact overlooked when the question of separation of 
church and state is raised.


Pg. 128


• Americans United for Life (AUL) was founded in 1971 to advocate against various advances it 
felt undermined a fundamentalist biblical view of life. 

• They focused on abortion, embryonic stem cell research, death with dignity efforts, 

contraception, and what it deemed to be unnatural methods of child bearing, including in 
vitro fertilization. 


• AUL co-evolved and sometimes overlapped in the early days with its counterpart ALEC, 
the similar organization created by Weyrich to focus on a right-wing corporate agenda.


Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992) 

• Planned Parenthood v. Casey was a supreme court case that brought a challenge to five 
provisions of the Pennsylvania Abortion Control Act of 1982. 

• Among the provisions were requirements for a waiting period, spousal notice, and (for 

minors) parental consent prior to undergoing an abortion procedure.

• The court upheld the constitutional right for a woman to have an abortion as per Roe v. 

Wade.

• However the details of their judgement opened up a gold mine of opportunity for anti-

choice advocacy organizations. 

• It lowered the bar for the type of things they could do to make abortion harder to access.

• These organizations went into overdrive churning out new laws for willing legislators in 

the United States.


Pg. 129
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