
Abortion: The History and the Data Part II 
Ronald Reagan: 

• The Religious Right and their anti-choice infrastructures first major electoral success was the 
election of Ronald Reagan.


• Their anti-feminist pivot was perfectly timed to exploit the resentment of working class white 
men, predominantly from the rust belt, who felt that they were falling behind economically 
and that the concerns of black people and women were superseding their own.


• Reagan sought to integrate anti-feminist narratives into his platform which made heavy use 
of appeals to racial animus.


Pg 89


• It is also important to note how conservative white women were complicit in this anti-
feminism. They aided and abetted it to protect their place in the white supremacist social and 
economic order.
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Pg. 88


• The impact of this betrayal is a division of voting patterns among women by race; a division 
which persists to this day.


Pg. 90


• From Reagan onwards the Religious Right has retained a level of influence within the GOP 
such that anti-choice orthodoxy have become a litmus test for anyone seeking to hold a 
position of influence within the party.

• Republican politicians who followed in Reagan’s footsteps were required to prove their 

loyalty to the orthodoxy in exchange for support.

• This has created an arms race as to who can be the most fervent basher of abortion 

rights. It has engendered more and more extreme positions over the course of time.

• An illustration of what can happen when this orthodoxy is challenged is seen within the 

contrasting careers of Ben Shapiro and Tomi Lahren.
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The Federalist Society: 

• While the movement architects now held enough power within the GOP to make demands on 
their policy objectives, they knew they needed more influence and credibility within the elite 
echelons of Washington. 


• In order to achieve this they set out to strengthen a wide reaching network of institutions built 
around their ideology, and whose purpose was to extent their influence in Washington to 
make sure they would always punch above their weight. 


Pg. 119


• Their long-term strategy had three strategic prongs:

1. Erode legal precedent and take the Supreme Court for right-wing adherents.

2. Utilize state legislatures to forward anti-choice legislation and hollow out the provisions 

of Roe.

3. Gain national power through the politics and messaging of the right.


• They knew they could not rely on politics alone to implement an agenda for which they knew 
they did not have public opinion on their side. They needed the influence and power of the 
judiciary which was impervious to the will of voters.


• In 1982 a group of conservative students and professors gathered over a weekend at Yale 
Law School.

• They began the process of building a language and culture around constitutional 

originalism, a designed approach to interpreting the constitution very narrowly based on 
what the framers - all men, all white, and mostly Christian - supposedly meant at the time 
they wrote it.


• They named this new group the Federalist Society.
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Pg. 122


• Reagan hired many Federalists. Other GOP operatives helped young Federalist Society 
Lawyers just graduating from law school to find jobs.


• He nominated Federalist society judges William Rehnquist as a Chief Justice and Antonin 
Scalia as an associate justice to the Supreme Court.


• Rehnquists nomination was challenged on account of his participation in GOP minority voter 
suppression activities in the 1960s but was confirmed in the end.


Pg. 125
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Conflict over Dilation and Extraction (D&X): 

Pg. 164




• A common abortion procedure is Dilation and Evacuation where the fetus is dismembered in 
the womb so it can be removed without damaging the pregnant woman’s cervix; and thus 
preserving her ability to have children in the future.


• Dilation and Extraction (D&X) is an abortion process used later in pregnancies (20 weeks and 
onward) when the dilation and evacuation method would result in more severe blood loss and 
lacerations to the woman’s cervix.


• It is a process where the cervix is dilated and the fetus is removed whole, feet first, with only 
its skull being broken at the end to allow it to pass through the vaginal canal.


• Of all the abortions taking place D&X abortions only make up a small minority.


“According to the Alan Guttmacher Institute, an abortion-rights research group that conducts 
surveys of the nation's abortion doctors, about 15,000 abortions were performed in the year 
2000 on women 20 weeks or more along in their pregnancies; the vast majority were between 
the 20th and 24th week. Of those, only about 2,200 D&X abortions were performed, or 
about 0.2 percent of the 1.3 million abortions believed to be performed that year.”

https://www.npr.org/2006/02/21/5168163/partial-birth-abortion-separating-fact-from-spin


• A lot of D&X abortions happen in wanted pregnancies where something went wrong; e.g.  
situations where severe foetal abnormalities only appear later in the pregnancy.


• Contrary to the claims of the anti-choice movement, D&X abortions do not take place in the 
third trimester or “after fetal viability” (the ability of the foetus to survive outside the uterus).


• This medical procedure is quite graphic as it is. The anti-choice movement sought to 
capitalize on this by framing misinformation which communicated that this process was 
being performed on healthy foetus,’ and is being performed right up until ninth month of 
pregnancy, and being performed far more often than it actually was.


Pg. 165
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• In 1996 Americans United for Life and leaders of the religious right worked with the GOP to 
introduce state legislation banning D&X.


• The movement had hit its stride. The network of disinformation organizations as well as those 
whose purpose it was to push the courts in a conservative direction were demonstrating that 
they could deliver on the policy priorities of the Religious Right; even when popular opinion 
was not on their side.


• In this debate, as on the debate on other issues, the GOP has had a messaging advantage.

• The Democrats strategies which involve a reliance on facts and data have not had the 

impact on people’s minds that the GOP’s strategies have had - which strategies have 
appealed to people’s emotions.

• To connect it with the nature of man - it is the issue of the fast brain vs. the slow brain 

(or instinct vs. reason). The fast brain tends to win out.

• With taxes for example the GOP says “its your money you should get to keep it. The 

lower the taxes the better off we are.” That is concise and pithy and appealing. The 
left is not advocating the opposite. It says “well we need to find the balance of what is 
fair and still properly funds the government etc.” It is more involved.


• On the constitutional originalism vs. Textualism - the GOP says “we should interpret 
the constitution as the founding father intended.” That sounds good at face value. It is 
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simple and evokes a feeling of stability. The lefts argument is “well we live in a 
different world from that of the founding fathers. So we need to incorporate current 
understandings of principles and values to ensure that the constitution is relevant for 
us today. So it may not mean what the founders intended on many issues. And how 
we currently understand it could shift a few decades from now etc.”


• Internally the same struggle has been underway since the Midnight Cry where there 
were settled and direct positions on issues, and in the understanding of certain 
passages. And now we are saying it is not that simple.


• The success of the anti-choice movement has also been enabled by Democrat failure. Where 
they were not outmanoeuvred they were lukewarm or reticent to take vocal and decided 
stands on sensitive issues. And compromise in the face of a decided and unrelenting enemy 
has also allowed the anti-choice movement to succeed.


KellyAnne Conway 

• Most will know KellyAnn Conway as Trump’s senior advisor who did a lot of the speaking on 
behalf of the administration.


• Many may feel she appeared rather suddenly on the political stage during the Trump 
campaign.


• But her role in advancing the GOP’s political power and their anti-woman agenda goes much 
further back.


Pg. 140


• The Polling Company took on major corporate clients such as Vaseline, and American 
Express. She worked on helping them better understand women’s attitudes and trends with 
the goal of expanding their consumer base.


• She then translated her understanding into political strategies for a growing base of GOP 
clients.


 of 7 10



Pg. 140-141


• Conway’s strategy combined the manipulation of statistical data to make anti-choice 
positions appear more popular than they really were, and rebranding the GOP as pro-women 
while gaslighting the Democrats by accusing them of being obsessed with abortion.


Pg. 171


The Affordable Care Act (ACA): 

• This strategy was particularly effective at undermining Obama’s efforts to pass his signature 
piece of legislation -  the Affordable Care Act (ACA) which was passed into law in March 
2010..
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Pg. 172


• What hurt the Democrats in this case compromise in the face of a decided and unrelenting 
opponent.


• Obama’s executive order did not appease the GOP establishment and the radical right. For 
months afterwards they engaged in smear campaigns which said ACA was a backdoor 
means for funding abortion. 

• And they framed the conspiracy theory that Obama was secretly using ACA to create 

death panels which would decide which patients would live or die.

• They carried these narratives into the 2010 mid-term elections and used it to target 

vulnerable democratic candidates. Some democratic candidates sued but they were so 
busy fighting the lies about abortion coverage in court that they forgot about the fact that 
their pro-choice position was a political advantage - which was of course the point.


Pg. 174
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• The GOP and the anti-choice movement has attempted to walk to a tight-rope which has 
them expressing concern for women and women freedoms on the one hand while forwarding 
efforts to undermine that freedom on the other. They message one thing while taking actions 
which do the very opposite.


• A major step towards advancing women’s equality has been the proliferation of 
contraception.


“The Social and Economic Benefits of Women’s Ability to Determine Whether and When To 
Have Children” reviews more than 66 studies over the past 30 years. According to researchers, 
access to contraception and avoidance of unplanned pregnancy have led to:

• increases in young women obtaining at least some college education

• increases in college-educated women pursuing advanced professional degrees

• increased participation in the workforce by women

• increases in women’s earning power and decreases in the gender gap in pay


https://www.ourbodiesourselves.org/2013/03/access-to-contraception-increases-social-and-
economic-benefits-for-women-and-society/


• ACA proposed to bring contraception under the umbrella of healthcare services recipients 
would have access to.


• The GOP opposed this.


Pg. 174
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