
The Waymark of Sunday Law 

1798 ! Lamb-like beast rises up   

1863 and 1888 

• The passage below was written in 1883. 

“Had Adventists, after the Great Disappointment in 1844, held fast their faith, and followed 
on unitedly in the opening providence of God, receiving the message of the third angel and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, they would have seen the salvation 
of God, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts, the work would have been 
completed, and Christ would have come ere this to receive his people to their reward. EW 
299.4 

• Christ could have come prior to 1883.  

• History of 1SG and the terminus of the 2520 point to 1863. 

• Christ could have come in 1888 time-period also. 

“…An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept this truth[that the law in 
Galatians is the moral law], lay at the foundation of a large share of the opposition 
manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through Brethren Waggoner and 
Jones. By exciting that opposition, Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a 
great measure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The 
enemy prevented them from obtaining that efficiency which might have been theirs in 
carrying the truth to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The 
light that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own 
brethren has been in a great degree kept away from the world.” {1888 Materials 1575} 

• The Sunday law was going forth and the latter rain was being poured out - which events 
precede the Second Coming. 

1 Spiritual Gifts 

• Christ was to have returned in 1863 ! history of the Civil War – more Americans died in 
this war than in all the other wars that America has ever fought, combined. It was a time of 
trouble, such as never was before. 

• We trace Ellen White’s understanding of her history in Spiritual Gifts volume 1.  

• 1SG published in 1858. 
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-------------------------------- 

Spiritual Gifts History  
1798 

1798: Congress rejects a proposal to prohibit slavery from Mississippi Territory.  

• An issue of debate as more and more states joined the union.  The issue of slavery was 
the most controversial of this political history.  

• Sins of Babylon. 

All heaven beholds with indignation, human beings, the workmanship of God, 
reduced to the lowest depths of degradation, and placed on a level with the brute 
creation by their fellow men. And professed followers of that dear Saviour whose 
compassion was ever moved as he witnessed human woe, heartily engage in this 
enormous and grievous sin, and deal in slaves and souls of men. Angels have recorded 
it all. It is written in the book. The tears of the pious bond-men and bond-women, of fathers, 
mothers and children, brothers and sisters, are all bottled up in heaven. Agony, human 
agony, is carried from place to place, and bought and sold. God will restrain his anger but 
a little longer. His anger burns against this nation, and especially against the religious 
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bodies who have sanctioned, and have themselves engaged in this terrible 
merchandise. Such injustice, such oppression, such sufferings, many professed followers 
of the meek and lowly Jesus can witness with heartless indifference. And many of them can 
inflict with hateful satisfaction, all this indescribable agony themselves, and yet dare to 
worship God. It is solemn mockery, and Satan exults over it, and reproaches Jesus and his 
angels with such inconsistency, saying, with hellish triumph, Such are Christ's followers! 
1SG 191.1 

These professed Christians read of the sufferings of the martyrs, and tears course down 
their cheeks. They wonder that men could ever possess hearts so hardened as to practice 
such inhuman cruelties towards their fellow-men, while at the same time they hold their 
fellow-men in slavery. And this is not all. They sever the ties of nature, and cruelly oppress 
from day to day their fellow-men. They can inflict most inhuman tortures with relentless 
cruelty, which would well compare with the cruelty papists and heathens exercised towards 
Christ's followers. Said the angel, It will be more tolerable for the heathen and for papists in 
the day of the execution of God's judgment than for such men. The cries and sufferings of 
the oppressed have reached unto heaven, and angels stand amazed at the hard-hearted, 
untold, agonizing, suffering, man in the image of his Maker, causes his fellow-man. Said the 
angel, The names of such are written in blood, crossed with stripes, and flooded with 
agonizing, burning tears of suffering. God's anger will not cease until he has caused the 
land of light to drink the dregs of the cup of his fury, and until he has rewarded unto 
Babylon double. Reward her even as she rewarded you, double unto her double 
according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled, fill to her double. 1SG 192.1 

I saw that the slave-master would have to answer for the soul of his slave whom he has kept 
in ignorance; and all the sins of the slave will be visited upon the master. God cannot take 
the slave to heaven, who has been kept in ignorance and degradation, knowing nothing of 
God, or the Bible, fearing nothing but his master's lash, and not holding so elevated a 
position as his master's brute beasts. But he does the best thing for him that a 
compassionate God can do. He lets him be as though he had not been; while the master 
has to suffer the seven last plagues, and then come up in the second resurrection, and 
suffer the second, most awful death. Then the wrath of God will be appeased. 1SG 193.1 

• Passage below identifies judgements poured out for slavery. 

• It also makes the important point that one cannot separate political opinions on the 
testing issues of the day from the truth. 

• Slavery was a political issue at the time. It was also a testing issue. It was also a 
spiritual issue as seen in its identification as the sins of Babylon. 

• Thus trying to separate politics and religion on the testing truths for our time is false 
reasoning. 

Satan was the first great leader in rebellion, and God is punishing the North, that they 
have so long suffered to exist the accursed sin of slavery; for in the sight of heaven it 
is a sin of the darkest dye. God is not with the South, and He will punish them 
dreadfully in the end. Satan is at the bottom of all rebellion. You, I saw, Brother R, have 
permitted your political feelings to destroy your judgment and love for the truth. It is eating 
out true godliness from your heart. You never have looked upon slavery in the right light, 
and your views of this matter have thrown you on the side of the Rebellion, which 
Satan and his host have stirred up. Your views of slavery, and the sacred, important 
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truths for this time, cannot harmonize. You must yield your views or the truth. Both 
cannot be cherished in the same heart, for they are at war with each other. 1LtMs, Lt 
24, 1862, par. 3 

• 1850 “Fugitive Slave Law” (Compromise of 1850) compelled Northerners to seize and 
return escaped slaves to the South. 

While the agreement succeeded in postponing outright hostilities between the North 
and South, it did little to address, and in some ways even reinforced, the structural 
disparity that divided the United States.  The new Fugitive Slave Act, by forcing 
non-slaveholders to participate in the institution, also led to increased 
polarization among centrist citizens.  https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/
trigger-events-civil-war  

The hope that the Compromise of 1850 would resolve the sectional crisis proved 
short-lived when the Fugitive Slave Act turned into a major source of conflict. The 
federal law imposed heavy fines and prison sentences on northerners and 
midwesterners who aided runaway slaves or refused to join posses to catch 
fugitives. Many northerners felt the law forced them to act as slave-catchers 
against their will. https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-ushistory1os2xmaster/
chapter/the-compromise-of-1850/  

At the Roosevelt conference, when the brethren and sisters were assembled on the 
day set apart for humiliation, fasting and prayer, Sabbath, Aug. 3, the Spirit of the 
Lord rested upon us, and I was taken off in vision, and shown the sin of slavery. 
Slavery has long been a curse to this nation. The fugitive slave law was calculated 
to crush out of man every noble, generous feeling of sympathy, that should 
arise in his heart for the oppressed and suffering slave. It was in direct 
opposition to the teaching of Christ. God's scourge now is upon the North, that 
they have so long submitted to the advances of the slave power. The sin of Northern 
pro-slavery men is great. They have strengthened the South in their sin, and 
sanctioned the extension of slavery, and acted a prominent part in bringing the nation 
into its present distressed condition.  {RH, August 27, 1861 par. 4}   

Some of our leading men in Congress also are constantly working to favor the South. 
In this state of things, proclamations are issued for national fasts, for prayer that God 
will bring this war to a speedy and favorable termination. I was then directed to Isaiah 
58:5-7: "Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to 
bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt 
thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest 
the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own 
flesh?"  {1T 256.1}   

• Fugitive Slave Act was a decree which compelled the conscience contrary to God’s 
Law. 

Loud Cry  

FOR the past ten years the Review has taught that the United States of America 
were a subject of prophecy, and that slavery is pointed out in the prophetic word as 
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the darkest and most damning sin upon this nation. It has taught that Heaven has 
wrath [7 last plagues] in store for the nation which it would drink to the very dregs, 
as due punishment for the sin of slavery. And the anti-slavery teachings of several of 
our publications based upon certain prophecies have been such that their circulation 
has been positively forbidden in the slave States. Those of our people who voted at 
all at the last Presidential election, to a man voted for Abraham Lincoln. We know of 
not one man among Seventh-day Adventists who has the least sympathy for 
secession. {August 12, 1862 JWe, ARSH 84.1}  

• It is the Loud Cry of the third angel that warns against the outpouring of the wrath of God. 

Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  

Rev 18:5  For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities.  

Rev 18:6  Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double 
according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.  

1861 and the Judgements from Heaven 

• Pioneers saw slavery as the sin that would fill Babylons cup and usher in the second 
coming. 

• The civil war was the bloodiest war ever fought by the United States.  

Roughly 1,264,000 American soldiers have died in the nation's wars--620,000 in the Civil 
War and 644,000 in all other conflicts. It was only as recently as the Vietnam War that the 
amount of American deaths in foreign wars eclipsed the number who died in the Civil 
War. 

1865 - Pioneers understood that slavery would continue to the second coming. 

The hope which stimulates others, that the war will soon terminate with the 
freedom of the millions of "bond-men and bond-women" of North America, and 
that a period of peace and millennial glory is to follow, we do not cherish. We 
think we see, through the prophetic word, the continuation of slavery down to 
the end of all earthly governments. One text to the point must suffice. 
Rev.vi,12-17. "And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was a 
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a figtree 
casteth her untimely figs when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bond-man, and every 
free-man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to 
the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is come, 
and who shall be able to stand?" Amid the terrors of the day of God, which closes 
this mortal state, bond-men as well as free-men, call on rocks and mountains to hide 
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them from the presence of the Lord. The minister who stated that these bond-men 
were those who were bound in their trespasses and their sins, found difficulty in 
explaining how free-men, free from trespasses and sins, were in terror calling on 
rocks and mountains to hide them. These bond-men are evidently slaves. Behind the 
cloud that now darkens our national horizon we see one still more terrific in the seven 
last plagues of Rev.xvi, to be poured out upon great Babylon. Her sins reach far up to 
heaven, and call for vengeance which will be rewarded unto her double for all her 
sins. Then the merchants of "slaves and souls of men" will mourn and lament 
because their hellish traffic has come to an end. Rev.xviii. {August 12, 1862 JWe, 
ARSH 84.3} 

The position which our people have taken relative to the perpetuity and sacredness 
of the law of God contained in the ten commandments, is not in harmony with all the 
requirements of war. The fourth precept of that law says, "Remember the Sabbath-
day to keep it holy;" the sixth says, "Thou shalt not kill." But in the case of drafting, 
the government assumes the responsibility of the violation of the law of God, and it 
would be madness to resist. He who would resist until, in the administration of 
military law, he was shot down, goes too far, we think, in taking the responsibility of 
suicide. {August 12, 1862 JWe, ARSH 84.4} 

When it shall come to this, that civil enactments shall be passed and enforced 
to drive us from obedience to the law of God, to join those who are living in 
rebellion against the government of Heaven, see Rev.xiii,15-17, then it will be time to 
stand our chances of martyrdom. But for us to attempt to resist the laws of the best 
government under heaven, which is now struggling to put down the most hellish 
rebellion since that of Satan and his angels, we repeat it, would be madness. {August 
12, 1862 JWe, ARSH 84.6} 

Great Controversy History  

• The Destruction of Jerusalem  

• ----------------- 

• An American Reformer (Ch 18) - 1798 

• What is the Sanctuary? (Ch 23) 

• Snares of Satan 

• ----------- 

• Can our dead speak to us 

• Liberty of Consience Threatened (Ch 35) - SL 

• The Impending Conflict (Ch 36) 

• The Scriptures a Safeguard (Ch 37) 

• The Final Warning (Ch 38) - LC 
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• The Time of Trouble (Ch 39) - COP 

• God’s People Delivered (Ch 40) - SC 

In the movements now in progress [GC published in 1884] in the United States to 
secure for the institutions and usages of the church the support of the state, 
Protestants are following in the steps of papists. Nay, more, they are opening the 
door for the papacy to regain in Protestant America the supremacy which she has 
lost in the Old World. And that which gives greater significance to this movement is 
the fact that the principal object contemplated is the enforcement of Sunday 
observance--a custom which originated with Rome, and which she claims as the sign 
of her authority. It is the spirit of the papacy--the spirit of conformity to worldly 
customs, the veneration for human traditions above the commandments of God--that 
is permeating the Protestant churches and leading them on to do the same work of 
Sunday exaltation which the papacy has done before them.  {GC 573.1}   

The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, persuade, or compel all 
classes to honor the Sunday. The lack of divine authority will be supplied by 
oppressive enactments. Political corruption is destroying love of justice and regard 
for truth; and even in free America, rulers and legislators, in order to secure public 
favor, will yield to the popular demand for a law enforcing Sunday observance. 
Liberty of conscience, which has cost so great a sacrifice, will no longer be 
respected. In the soon-coming conflict we shall see exemplified the prophet's 
words: “The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17. GC 592.3 

• Just like Slavery – the movements for the Sunday Law are no longer in progress. The 
1888 Latter Rain message failed and the SL was rejected. 

• In both lines decrees are seen that compelled the conscience contrary to God’s law. But 
these decrees were tied to two different issues in both histories. 

• Therefore it will be different issues that constitute the sins of Babylon in the line of the 
144,000. 

• The issue in the line of the 144,000 must be seen from the ToE  

FINAL  
At Rochester, New York, December 25, 1865, I was shown many things concerning 
the people of God in connection with His work for these last days. I saw that many 
professed Sabbathkeepers will come short of everlasting life. They fail to take 
warning from the course pursued by the children of Israel and fall into some of 
their evil ways. If they continue in these sins they will fall like the Israelites and 
never enter the heavenly Canaan. "Now all these things happened unto them for 
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ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come."  {1T 533.2}   

     I saw that many would fall this side of the kingdom. God is testing and proving 
His people, and many will not endure the test of character, the measurement of 
God. Many will have close work to overcome their peculiar traits of character and 
be without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, unrebukable before God and man. 
Many professed Sabbathkeepers will be no special benefit to the cause of God or 
the church without a thorough reformation on their part. Many Sabbathkeepers 
are not right before God in their political views. They are not in harmony with 
God's word or in union with the body of Sabbathkeeping believers. Their views do 
not accord with the principles of our faith. Sufficient light has been given to 
correct all who wish to be corrected. All who still retain political sentiments which 
are not in accordance with the spirit of truth are living in violation of the principles 
of heaven. Therefore as long as they thus remain they cannot possess the spirit of 
freedom and holiness.  {1T 533.3}   

     Their principles and positions in political matters are a great hindrance to 
their spiritual advancement. These are a constant snare to them and a reproach 
to our faith, and those who retain these principles will eventually be brought 
just where the enemy would be glad to have them, where they will be finally 
separated from Sabbathkeeping Christians. These brethren cannot receive the 
approval of God while they lack sympathy for the oppressed colored race and 
are at variance with the pure, republican principles of our Government. God 
has no more sympathy with rebellion upon earth than with the rebellion in heaven, 
when the great rebel questioned the foundation of God's government and was 
thrust out with all who sympathized with him in his rebellion. {1T 534.1}   

• The sins of Babylon in the line of the 144,000 cannot be separated from the politics of the 
day. This is attested to by the two previous lines. 
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